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(57)Abstract 

PURPOSE: To designate the called party automatically by using the optical 
character readeKOCR) so as to read a called party telephone number from a 
telephone directory or an address book. 

CONSTITUTION: The telephone user hooks off a handset 1 to use an optical 
character readeKOCR) 5 thereby reading a numeral string representing a 
telephone number of a called party (the numeric string is a coded string in terms 
of bar codes or a numeral string hand-written or printed) from a telephone 
directory or an address book to output numeral data. A control section 3 
detecting ofF-hook gives a command to a buffer memory 4 to store tentatively 
numeral string data read by the optical character reader 5. A numeral data 
conversion section 6 started by the control section 3 upon the receipt of the 
end of storage of numeral data from the buffer memory 4 reads the numeral data 
in the buffer memory 4 and converts the data into a telephone number and it is 
sent to a subscriber line 7. 
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